Saratoga

Gulf Saratoga (Scleropages jardini) & Queensland Saratoga (Scleropages leichardlti)

Pictured:
Gulf Saratoga

2 Australian Species In the home aquarium

There are 2 species of Saratoga that are Saratoga require a lot of open space in the
available in Australia, the Gulf Saratoga aguarium and inhabit the upper layers of the
(Scleropages jardini) and the Queensland tank. They are very flighty fish but will settle

Saratoga (Scleropages leichardti). The Gulf down as they mature and get accustomed to
Saratoga is bronze in colour and has a more  their surroundings. Ensure that you provide a
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curved dorsal profile than the Queensland, secure tight fitting lid because Saratoga are
with the head sloping downwards. The likely to jump.

Queensland Saratoga has a silver coloured

body, and lacks pattern on its gill covers. Good filtration and adequate aquarium main-

tenance (filter cleans and water changes) are

essential as Saratoga are sensitive to water l
Range pollutants. )
Northern Australia around the Gulf of Carpen-
taria.

Compatability

Saratoga are solitary fish and are very aggres-
sive towards other members of their own spe-
cies. They can however be kept with large
robust species. Make sure that the tank
mates are not overly aggressive and are large
enough not to fit into the Saratoga’s mouth.

Size
Grow to about 90cm and 5kg.

Water Parameters

Both species require similar water conditions g jitaple tankmates include: Eeltail Catfish,
with a pH at 6.5 — 7.5, general hardness 100 1596 Rainbowfish, Silver Perch and Archer- AQUARIUM

mg/l — 300 mg/l and a temperature between  op INDUSTRIES
24°C and 28 °C. ' we care!
Feeding

Saratoga are active predators. In the wild
they eat terrestrial insects, small fish, crusta-
ceans and frogs. In the aquarium they will eat
crickets, meal worms, live fish, frozen blood-
worm, frozen brineshrimp and can be weaned
onto floating pellets such as Tetra Cichlid
Sticks. Smaller Saratoga may be trained to
eat Freeze Dried Black Worms after acclimati-
sation—be sure to crumble these before feed-

ing.
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