
An
ge

ls 
(D

wa
rf)

An
ge

ls 
(L

ar
ge

)

An
gle

rs/
Fr

og
s

An
thi

as

Ba
ss

let
s

Ba
tfis

h

Bl
en

nie
s

Bo
xfi
sh

Bu
tte
rfli
es

Ca
rd

ina
ls

Ch
ro

mi
s

Cl
ow

nfi
sh

Da
ms

els

Da
rtfi
sh

Do
tty

ba
ck

s

Ee
ls

Fil
efi
sh

Go
bie

s 

Gr
ou

pe
r/C

od

Gr
un

ts/
Sw

ee
tlip

s

Ja
wfi

sh

Ha
wk

fis
h

Ho
gfi
sh

Lio
n/S

co
rp
ion

fis
h

Ma
nd

ar
in/

Dr
ag

on
ets

Pa
rro

tfis
h

Pu
ffe

rs

Ra
bb
itfi
sh
/F
ox
fac

e

Se
ah
or
se
/P
ipe

fis
h

Sh
ar

ks
/R

ay
s

Sq
uir
re
lfis

h

Ta
ng

s/S
ur

ge
on

s

Tr
igg

er
s

W
ra

ss
e

Co
ra

ls

Inv
er

teb
ra

tes

Angels (Dwarf)

Angels (Large)

Anglers/Frogs

Anthias

Basslets

Batfish

Blennies
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Butterflies

Cardinals

Chromis
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Dottybacks
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Seahorse/Pipefish

Sharks/Rays

Squirrelfish

Tangs/Surgeons
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Corals

Invertebrates

•	 Aggressive species should be added last, ensure there are plenty of hiding places for less aggressive species.														            
•	 Be careful when mixing fish of the same size, shape and/or colours together, particularly when they are closely related or from the same genus. The more closely relaterd fish are, or the more similar they look, 

the less likely they may be compatible!
•	 If adding fish that are “usually” compatible, add them at the same time, or when adding the new fish move existing rocks, coral etc around to break down the established territories of current inhabitants.	

•	 Add new fish in groups of more than two - this prevents any single new fish being constantly bullied and minimises aggression.
•	 Fish with large mouths relative to their body are likely to eat other fish (e.g. Grouper).

Aquarium Industries Marine Fish Compatibility Chart
www.aquariumindustries.com.au

It is important for the health of your fish and the success of your aquarium to ensure that the fish you stock in the tank are compatible. Mixing species that are incompatible will 
lead to aggressive behaviour, stress, and potentially dead fish. The chart below can be used as a basic guide as to compatible fish groups and which groups of fish that should 
not be mixed. However, this chart is a guide only and no guarantees can be made as to the compatibility of any particular species. It should also be remembered that individual 
species within these groups vary in temperament and may not always comply to the guidelines below.

 COMPATIBLE

 USUALLY COMPATIBLE
SOME SPECIES MAY BE SLIGHTLY  
AGGRESSIVE WHEN LARGER

 NOT COMPATIBLE

General guidelines for stocking marine fish	


