
Freshwater Motoro Ray 
Potamotrygon motoro 

Natural Range 
Motoro Rays are commonly found in South American 
river basins in Uruguay, Paraguay and the Amazon.  
 
Maximum Size and Longevity 
These river rays can grow to a size of about 1 meter 
and a weight of 14 kg.  They have a lifespan of 8 – 15 
years depending on the condition they are kept in.  
 
Water Quality 
Motoro Rays prefer slightly acidic, soft waters  
   · Temperature: 24°C - 26°C. 
   ·  pH: 5.5—6.5 
   ·  General Hardness: 80—120 ppm. 
 
Feeding 
Rays are generally carnivorous, bottom feeders and 
readily eat foods such as black worms, earthworms, 
shrimp or even  live fish. They will basically eat any-
thing that will fit in their mouth. 
 
Compatibility 
The rays should not be kept with aggressive fish as 
they can attack and damage the fish. Catfish such as 
Pleco’s may ‘graze’ on the body of the ray and are 
also not suitable tank mates. You should be able to 
keep them with large placid fish that don’t get territo-
rial and won’t attack other fish. You shouldn’t put 
smaller fish with them as they are carnivorous and will 
eat anything smaller than their mouth. 
 

Colour and Varieties 
The Motoro Ray has a typical ray shape with a tan 
colour on the back with darker brown spots across the 
whole body with a darker brown ring surrounding the 
spot.   
 
Sexing 
The males have a set of claspers or modified pelvic 
fins near at the base of the tail where the females 
have rounded pelvic fins. They are very easy to sex.  
 
 
General Information 
The Motoro Ray is a very active fish that will need a 
large tank to swim around in. Best to keep as empty 
as possible from obstructions such as rocks as they 
can injure themselves. In nature rays live in sandy 
location and bury themselves with just their eyes visi-
ble where they will ambush prey that comes close. 
Avoid sharp gravels or sand as these may damage 
the skin leading to bacterial or fungal infections. 
 
 
THESE ARE A HAZARDOUS FISH and can cause 
harm to you by their poisonous barb. You must be 
extremely careful if handling these rays.  


